
 
 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

N.C. WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION 
July 11, 2013, 9:00 a.m. 

1751 Varsity Drive 
NCWRC Conference Room, 5th Floor 

Raleigh, North Carolina 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER - Chairman David W. Hoyle, Jr. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 
INVOCATION -   Commissioner Garry Spence 
 
 
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 
 
MANDATORY ETHICS INQUIRY - North Carolina General Statute 138A-15(e) mandates 
that the Commission Chair shall remind all Commissioners of their duty to avoid conflicts of 
interest and appearances of conflict under this Chapter, and that the chair also inquire as to 
whether there is any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any 
matters coming before the Commission at this time.  It is the duty of each Commissioner who is 
aware of such personal conflict of interest or of an appearance of a conflict, to notify the Chair of 
the same. Chairman David Hoyle, Jr. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Take action on the June 20, 2013 Wildlife Resources 
Commission meeting minutes as written in the exhibit and distributed to members (EXHIBIT A) 
 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
Financial Status Report - Receive a financial status report on the Wildlife Operating Fund and 
Wildlife Endowment Fund - Tommy Clark, Budget Director (EXHIBIT B) 
 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
2013 THOMAS L. QUAY WILDLIFE DIVERSITY AWARD PRESENTATION – Present 
the 2013 Thomas L. Quay Wildlife Diversity Award to Mr. Eddie Bridges – Gordon Myers, 
Executive Director 
 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE 2013 SHIKAR-SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL OFFICER 
OF THE YEAR AWARD –  Present the 2013 Shikar-Safari Club International Officer of the 
Year Award to Captain Todd Radabaugh – W. E. Boomer, Shikar-Safari Club International 
 
 
RECOGNITION OF 2013 NATIONAL FISHING AND BOATING WEEK LICENSE 
WINNERS - Present Lifetime Fishing Licenses to prize winners from fishing events held during 
the 2013 National Fishing and Boating Week – Chairman Hoyle 
 
 
 
Break for Photographs 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Migratory Birds, Waterfowl Committee Report – Berkley Skinner, Chairman 
 
Joint Marine Resources/CRFL Committee Report – Joe Barker, Vice Chair 
 
Committee of the Whole Report – David W. Hoyle, Jr., Chairman 
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AGENCY SPOTLIGHT – Receive an overview of the Wildlife Resources Commission 
Website – Janice Underwood, IT Director 
 
 
 
DIVISION OF INLAND FISHERIES 
 
Fisheries and Outreach Activities Update - Receive a staff update on activities of the Division 
of Inland Fisheries – Bob Curry, Inland Fisheries Division Chief 
 
 
 
 
DIVISION OF WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT  
 
Division of Wildlife Management Update – Receive an update on the activities of the Division 
of Wildlife Management – Dr. David Cobb, Wildlife Management Division Chief 
 
2013 – 2014 Webless Migratory Birds, Resident Canada Goose, and Falconry Seasons – 
Receive information concerning the status of the mourning dove population, status of the 
woodcock population, consider federal frameworks, receive results of early season internet 
comments, and select the 2013 – 2014 seasons and bag limits for webless migratory game birds, 
resident Canada geese, and falconry – Dr. David Cobb (EXHIBITS C-1, C-2, C-3, C-4) 
 
 
 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS - Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 143-243, at the first 
scheduled meeting of the Commission after July 1 of each odd-numbered year, the Wildlife 
Resources Commission shall select from among its membership a chairman and a vice-chairman 
who shall serve for terms of two years or until their successors are elected and qualified. 
 
 
 
COMMENTS BY CHAIRMAN  
 
 
COMMENTS BY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR – Gordon Myers 
 
 
ADJOURN 
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EXHIBIT C-1 
July 11, 2013 

 
Proposed Regulations Frameworks for 2013–14 Early Hunting Seasons 

on Certain Migratory Game Birds 
 
Pursuant to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and delegated authorities, the Department of Interior 
approved the following proposals for season lengths, shooting hours, bag and possession limits, 
and outside dates within which States may select seasons for hunting waterfowl and coots 
between the dates of September 1, 2013, and March 10, 2014.  These frameworks are 
summarized below. 
 
General 
Dates:  All outside dates noted below are inclusive. 
 
Shooting and Hawking (taking by falconry) Hours:  Unless otherwise specified, from one-half 
hour before sunrise to sunset daily. 
 
Possession Limits:  Unless otherwise specified, possession limits are three times the daily bag 
limit. 
 
Permits:  For some species of migratory birds, the Service authorizes the use of permits to 
regulate harvest or monitor their take by sport hunters, or both.  In many cases (e.g., tundra 
swans, some sandhill crane populations), the Service determines the amount of harvest that may 
be taken during hunting seasons during its formal regulations-setting process, and the States then 
issue permits to hunters at levels predicted to result in the amount of take authorized by the 
Service.  Thus, although issued by States, the permits would not be valid unless the Service 
approved such take in its regulations. 
 
These Federally authorized, State-issued permits are issued to individuals, and only the individual 
whose name and address appears on the permit at the time of issuance is authorized to take 
migratory birds at levels specified in the permit, in accordance with provisions of both Federal 
and State regulations governing the hunting season.  The permit must be carried by the permittee 
when exercising its provisions and must be presented to any law enforcement officer upon 
request.  The permit is not transferrable or assignable to another individual, and may not be sold, 
bartered, traded, or otherwise provided to another person.  If the permit is altered or defaced in 
any way, the permit becomes invalid. 
 
Flyways and Management Units 
Waterfowl Flyways: 
Atlantic Flyway—includes Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, Vermont, Virginia, and West Virginia. 
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Management Units 
Mourning Dove Management Units: 
Eastern Management Unit—All States east of the Mississippi River, and Louisiana. 
 
Woodcock Management Regions: 
Eastern Management Region—Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, Vermont, Virginia, and West Virginia. 
 
Definitions 
Dark geese: Canada geese, white-fronted geese, brant (except in Alaska, California, Oregon, 
Washington, and the Atlantic Flyway), and all other goose species, except light geese. 
 
Light geese: snow (including blue) geese and Ross's geese. 
 
Waterfowl Seasons in the Atlantic Flyway 
In the Atlantic Flyway States of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New 
Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, where Sunday hunting is prohibited 
Statewide by State law, all Sundays are closed to all take of migratory waterfowl (including 
mergansers and coots). 
 
Special September Teal Season 
Outside Dates:  Between September 1 and September 30, an open season on all species of teal 
may be selected by the following States in areas delineated by State regulations: 
Atlantic Flyway—Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Virginia. 
 
Hunting Seasons and Daily Bag Limits:  Not to exceed 16 consecutive hunting days in the 
Atlantic, Mississippi, and Central Flyways.  The daily bag limit is 6 teal. 
 
Shooting Hours: 
Atlantic Flyway—One-half hour before sunrise to sunset. 
 
Special Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days 
Outside Dates:   States may select 2 days per duck-hunting zone, designated as “Youth 
Waterfowl Hunting Days,” in addition to their regular duck seasons.  The days must be held 
outside any regular duck season on a weekend, holidays, or other non-school days when youth 
hunters would have the maximum opportunity to participate.  The days may be held up to 14 
days before or after any regular duck-season frameworks or within any split of a regular duck 
season, or within any other open season on migratory birds. 
 
Daily Bag Limits:  The daily bag limits may include ducks, geese, mergansers, coots, and 
gallinules and will be the same as those allowed in the regular season.  Flyway species and area 
restrictions will remain in effect. 
 
Shooting Hours:  One-half hour before sunrise to sunset. 
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Participation Restrictions: Youth hunters must be 15 years of age or younger.  In addition, an 
adult at least 18 years of age must accompany the youth hunter into the field.  This adult may not 
duck hunt but may participate in other seasons that are open on the special youth day. 
 
Scoters, Eiders, and Long-tailed Ducks (Atlantic Flyway) 
Outside Dates:  Between September 15 and January 31. 
 
Hunting Seasons and Daily Bag Limits:  Not to exceed 107 days, with a daily bag limit of 7, 
singly or in the aggregate, of the listed sea duck species, of which no more than 4 may be scoters. 
 
Daily Bag Limits During the Regular Duck Season:  Within the special sea duck areas, during 
the regular duck season in the Atlantic Flyway, States may choose to allow the above sea duck 
limits in addition to the limits applying to other ducks during the regular duck season.  In all 
other areas, sea ducks may be taken only during the regular open season for ducks and are part of 
the regular duck season daily bag (not to exceed 4 scoters) and possession limits. 
 
Areas:  In all coastal waters and all waters of rivers and streams seaward from the first upstream 
bridge in Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and New York; in 
any waters of the Atlantic Ocean and in any tidal waters of any bay which are separated by at 
least 1 mile of open water from any shore, island, and emergent vegetation in New Jersey, South 
Carolina, and Georgia; and in any waters of the Atlantic Ocean and in any tidal waters of any 
bay which are separated by at least 800 yards of open water from any shore, island, and emergent 
vegetation in Delaware, Maryland, North Carolina, and Virginia; and provided that any such 
areas have been described, delineated, and designated as special sea duck hunting areas under the 
hunting regulations adopted by the respective States. 
 
Special Early Canada Goose Seasons 
Atlantic Flyway 
General Seasons 
A Canada goose season of up to 15 days during September 1–15 may be selected for the Eastern 
Unit of Maryland.  Seasons not to exceed 30 days during September 1–30 may be selected for 
Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, New Jersey, New York (Long Island Zone only), North Carolina, 
Rhode Island, and South Carolina.  Seasons may not exceed 25 days during September 1–25 in 
the remainder of the Flyway.  Areas open to the hunting of Canada geese must be described, 
delineated, and designated as such in each State's hunting regulations. 
 
Daily Bag Limits:  Not to exceed 15 Canada geese. 
 
Shooting Hours:  One-half hour before sunrise to sunset, except that during any general season, 
shooting hours may extend to one-half hour after sunset if all other waterfowl seasons are closed 
in the specific applicable area. 
 
Common Moorhens and Purple Gallinules 
Outside Dates:  Between September 1 and the last Sunday in January (January 26) in the 
Atlantic, Mississippi, and Central Flyways.  States in the Pacific Flyway have been allowed to 
select their hunting seasons between the outside dates for the season on ducks; therefore, they are 
late-season frameworks, and no frameworks are provided in this document. 
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Hunting Seasons and Daily Bag Limits:  Seasons may not exceed 70 days in the Atlantic, 
Mississippi, and Central Flyways.  Seasons may be split into 2 segments.  The daily bag limit is 
15 common moorhens and purple gallinules, singly or in the aggregate of the two species. 

Zoning: Seasons may be selected by zones established for duck hunting. 

Rails 
Outside Dates:  States included herein may select seasons between September 1 and the last 
Sunday in January (January 26) on clapper, king, sora, and Virginia rails. 

Hunting Seasons:  Seasons may not exceed 70 days, and may be split into 2 segments. 

Daily Bag Limits: 
Clapper and King Rails—In Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland, 
10, singly or in the aggregate of the two species.  In Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, 
Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia, 15, singly or in the aggregate of 
the two species. 
 
Sora and Virginia Rails—In the Atlantic, Mississippi, and Central Flyways and the Pacific 
Flyway portions of Colorado, Montana, New Mexico, and Wyoming, 25 rails, singly or in the 
aggregate of the two species. The season is closed in the remainder of the Pacific Flyway. 
 
Common Snipe 
Outside Dates:  Between September 1 and February 28, except in Maine, Vermont, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Delaware, 
Maryland, and Virginia, where the season must end no later than January 31. 
 
Hunting Seasons and Daily Bag Limits:  Seasons may not exceed 107 days and may be split into 
two segments. The daily bag limit is 8 snipe. 
 
Zoning: Seasons may be selected by zones established for duck hunting. 

 

American Woodcock 
Outside Dates:  States in the Eastern Management Region may select hunting seasons between 
October 1 and January 31.  States in the Central Management Region may select hunting seasons 
between the Saturday nearest September 22 (September 21) and January 31. 
 
Hunting Seasons and Daily Bag Limits:  Seasons may not exceed 45 days in the Eastern Region 
and 45 days in the Central Region.  The daily bag limit is 3. Seasons may be split into two 
segments. 
 
Zoning:  New Jersey may select seasons in each of two zones.  The season in each zone may not 
exceed 36 days. 
 
Doves 
Outside Dates:  Between September 1 and January 15, except as otherwise provided, States may 
select hunting seasons and daily bag limits as follows: 
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Eastern Management Unit 
Hunting Seasons and Daily Bag Limits:  Not more than 70 days, with a daily bag limit of 15 
mourning and white-winged doves in the aggregate. 
 
Zoning and Split Seasons:  States may select hunting seasons in each of two zones.  The season 
within each zone may be split into not more than three periods.  Regulations for bag and 
possession limits, season length, and shooting hours must be uniform within specific hunting 
zones. 
 
Special Falconry Regulations 
Falconry is a permitted means of taking migratory game birds in any State meeting Federal 
falconry standards in 50 CFR 21.29.  These States may select an extended season for taking 
migratory game birds in accordance with the following: 
 
Extended Seasons:  For all hunting methods combined, the combined length of the extended 
season, regular season, and any special or experimental seasons must not exceed 107 days for 
any species or group of species in a geographical area.  Each extended season may be divided 
into a maximum of 3 segments. 
 
Framework Dates:  Seasons must fall between September 1 and March 10. 
 
Daily Bag Limits:  Falconry daily bag limits for all permitted migratory game birds must not 
exceed 3 birds, singly or in the aggregate, during extended falconry seasons, any special or 
experimental seasons, and regular hunting seasons in all States, including those that do not select 
an extended falconry season. 
 
Regular Seasons:  General hunting regulations, including seasons and hunting hours, apply to 
falconry in each State listed in 50 CFR 21.29.  Regular season bag and possession limits do not 
apply to falconry.  The falconry bag limit is not in addition to gun limits. 
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EXHIBIT C-2 
July 11, 2013 

 
2013 Early Season Migratory Game Bird Season Options 

Response to internet questions 
 

ES1.  Mourning dove gun season dates 
 
Of the following season date options for mourning doves, which do you prefer? 
 

o Option 1.  Season dates should be kept similar to past years. 30 responses 
 

o Option 2.  Some days should be taken from the early segment (typically early 
September thru early October) with those days added later in the year (November 
and December). 1 response 
 

o Option 3.  No comment 1 response 
 

 
 
 
ES2.  Woodcock gun season dates 
 
Of the following season date preferences for woodcock, which do you prefer? 
 

o Option 1.  mid-December through late January (similar to last year) 5 responses 
 
o Option 2.  Shift the entire season earlier in the year (mid-November through late 

December) 2 responses 
 

o Option 3.  No comment No response 
 
 
 
 
ES3.  Snipe gun season dates 
 
Of the following season date options for snipe, which do you prefer? 
 

o Option 1.  mid-November through February (similar to last year) 3 responses 
 

o Option 2.  Shift the season to earlier in the fall No response 
 

o Option 3.  No comment No response 
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ES4.  Rail, gallinule and moorhen gun season dates 
 
Of the following season date options for rails, gallinule and moorhen, which do you 
prefer? 
 

o Option 1.  Open the season in early September with no season split (similar to last 
year) 3 responses 

 
o Option 2.  Open the season in early September, but have a short closed period 

during a low tide cycle before reopening the 2nd segment 2 responses 
 

o Option 3.  No comment No response 
 
 
 
ES5.  September teal gun season dates 
 
Of the following date options for the September teal season, which do you prefer? (Note:  
This season occurs only in the area east of U.S. Highway 17) 
 

o Option 1. Early September No response 
 

o Option 2.  Mid September 2 responses 
 

o Option 3.  Late September (similar to last year) 2 responses 
 

o Option 4.  No comment 10 responses 
 
 
 
ES6.  Extended falconry season dates for doves 
Guidelines for extended falconry seasons include: 

1. The season must fall between September 1 and March 10. 
2. Days allocated to the gun season + extended falconry days may not exceed 

107 
 

Of the following extended falconry season options for doves, which do you prefer.   
 

o Option 1. Days should occur early in this time period (September, October, 
November) No response 

 
o Option 2.  Days should occur later in the time period (December, January, 

February) No response 
 

o Option 3.  No comment No response 
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ES7.  Extended falconry season dates for rails, gallinules and moorhens 
 Guidelines for extended falconry seasons include: 

1. The season must fall between September 1 and March 10. 
2.  Days allocated to the gun season + extended falconry days may not exceed 

107 
 
Of the following extended falconry season options for rails, gallinules and moorhens 
which do you prefer?   

o Option 1. Days should occur early in this time period (October, November and 
December) No response 

 
o Option 2.  Days should occur later in the time period (January, February, March) 

No response 
 

o Option 3.  No comment No response 
 
 
 
ES8.  Extended falconry season dates for woodcock 
 Guidelines for extended falconry seasons include: 

1. The season must fall between September 1 and March 10. 
2.  Days allocated to the gun season + extended falconry days may not exceed 

107 
 
Of the following extended falconry season options for woodcock, which do you prefer? 
   

o Option 1. Days should occur early in this time period (October, November and 
December) No response 

 
o Option 2.  Days should occur later in the time period (January, February, March) 

No response 
 
 
  



Reg District Opinion Comment County Name
ES1 District 9 Option 1 Buncombe STROEBEL, PAUL E
ES1 District 2 Option 1 The season dates should always open on the Saturday ahead of Labor Day, regardless it is the last couple 

of days of August or not. A couple of days ain't going to matter. I see no benefit in extending the seasons 
longer. After opening Saturday and Labor Day Monday you will only fine a very, very  hunters in the field, 
just a few can't keep the birds flying, so it gets boring. I believe the limit should be increased, cause there 
are way still enought doves for everyone. Just one or two days hunting ain't hardly enough to make a good 
pastry. I believe in conservation, but good conservation also allows for animals to be taken from the field, to 
balance the load as well. People are off work the saturday before and labor day so they buy shells, clothes 
etc. Tues-Fri people are back to work, getting ready for the other seasons. No benefit and not enough 
people going. Thanks

Lenoir DAVIS SR, MICHAEL E

ES1 District 1 Option 1 Dare VAN DRUTEN, BRIAN M
ES1 District 5 Option 1 it just depends on what side of the state your on... around central nc, our only good days are the earlier 

days,  on the coast they would love to see it later.  maybe a split season similar to the deer season. splitting 
up in sections rather than state wide..  good luck

Durham HEINEMANN, BEN A

ES1 District 6 Option 1 Davidson WATKINS, JASON M
ES1 District 2 Option 1 Really enjoyed morning hunt of opening day of dove season. Hope opening day of dove season keeps 

morning hunt.
Onslow MCCARTHY, MARK C

ES1 District 3 Option 1 I have a request that, if I could get all of my dove hunting friends to respond, would be a large number of 
people.  Please consider and change the start date to the Saturday prior to September 1st when September 
the 1st falls on a Sunday or Monday.  It is a really great time and event for me and many others for Labor 
Day weekend to hunt both Saturday and Sunday on this holiday.  The way it is now, we don't get together 
because we can only hunt 1 day this year (i.e. September 2nd).  I have several friend who travel to NC to 
hunt on Labor Day but not when they can only hunt 1 day.    Thanks,  Herb Hutchinson

Nash HUTCHINSON III, HERB N

ES1 Option 1 Need to ALWAYS open Dove season the Saturday before Labor Day.  {August 31 this year} DENNIS, ROBERT C
ES1 District 6 Option 1 the earlier it starts the more hunting i get in i am in favor of starting the season ealier Mecklenburg BACOGEORGE, ALEX C
ES1 District 2 Option 1 Pitt PRENTICE, MARSHALL W
ES1 District 2 Option 1 I would like to see the dove season open at noon during the first week. Carteret CROSS, FORD A
ES1 District 3 Option 1 Wake COLEMAN III, WILEY G
ES1 District 7 Option 1 I would encourage you to open the season on Saturday August 31st, as this allows for optimal hunting. 

With the Labor Day opening, people have to travel back to places of work, and will generally miss the late 
afternoon segment. Consider a p.m. session for Saturday, then a dawn to dusk Monday, thanks Bob

Forsyth NEWELL, WILLIAM R

ES1 District 6 Option 1 2 things. I would like the dove season to open at sunrise from now on.and also , I would like to have a 
provision on our liscense or hip card allowing us an un limited bag limit if we are to hunt ONLY on opening 
day.

Cabarrus SAFRIT, KEVIN R

ES1 District 8 Option 1 I would like to see days taken from the last segment in January and moved to the middle segment in 
November around Thanksgiving

Cleveland HAMRICK, WESLEY R

Early Season Regulations Comments Report for 2013
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Reg District Opinion Comment County Name
ES1 District 5 Option 1 I know USFWS allows you to open the season after SEP 01 (which is a Sunday this year).  It would NOT be 

detrimental to the resource to open the season on Saturday, August 31.  It WOULD provide more 
harvesting opportunities for out-of-state or waaay accross-the-state family members to come home on 
Labor Day weekend and have a traditional Opening Day hunt on Saturday, maybe hunt on Monday, 
September 01, or not, and then return home on Monday.  It's a sorta common-sense suggestion that would 
not harm the resource and would make it easier for folks to continue a family tradition.  Also, I bet a whole 
lot more Hunting Licenses would be sold !!

Guilford LYNCH, THOMAS E

ES1 Option 1 I strongly prefer season dates to be kept similar to previous years.  For 2013, I suggest the opening day be 
Labor Day, Sept. 2.  Also, I urge the Commission to end morning hunts during the first week of the opening 
season.  My perception after hunting doves in N.C. for over 30 years, is that morning hunts early in the 
season contribute to poor hunting later in the season. In the 1980s and 1990s we could depend on decent 
hunts throughout the early season.  This is no longer the case. Please consider having shooting hours 
begin at noon during the first week of the season.

CHESTER, ALEXANDER 

ES1 District 2 Option 1 I REALLY liked the ability to dove hunt in the mornings on opening day.  That made for a very enjoyable 
time with out having to suffer in the afternoon heat when the birds don't fly that good anyway.  Please keep 
the morning hunt schedule on opening day!!

New Hanover WARREN JR, JAMES M

ES1 District 1 Option 1 Dare SCARBOROUGH JR, HARVEY D
ES1 District 5 Option 1 I think that Dove season should open on the Sat before Labor Day no matter when Sept 1 occurs.Also,allow 

Sunday hunting.
Guilford BANCROFT, ERIC S

ES1 District 2 Option 1 In my experience Dove season is the kickoff for the fall hunting season.  I am happy with the season dates 
of last year.

Craven WALTON, SHAUN M

ES1 District 7 Option 1 Please open the season on Saturday, Aug. 31st this year! It means so much to myself and my family to be 
able to spend a long weekend together enjoying the great outdoors and shooting limits of dove! If you open 
the season on labor day, we will only get 1 day to enjoy our hunting until we have to go back to work.

Forsyth Newell JR, William R

ES1 District 3 Option 1 PLEASE open the season at 30 minutes before sunrise as you did last year.  This is much easier on 
retrievers and will greatly cut down on heat stroke, heat exhaustion and exercise induced collapse (EIC) 
with dogs on opening day hunts.  Thank you.

Wake THOMPSON III, CARL S

ES1 District 2 Option 1 A noon opening for all days of the first week should be reinstated for both social and biological reasons. All 
day shooting clearly moves birds away from their usual feeding areas.

Craven HUNTSMAN, GENE R

ES1 District 3 Option 1 The Wildlife Commission employees do a fantastic job.  THANKS!!! Wake GREEN JR, JOHN R
ES1 District 3 Option 1 Wake BUTTS IV, DAVID F
ES1 District 2 Option 2 TO HOT IN SEPT AND OCT COOLER WEATHER LATER IN YEAR Onslow SULLIVAN, JOHN A
ES1 District 8 Option 1 have the dove season run all together, or have just a split season instead of a 3 part season Gaston HENRY, SCOTT T
ES1 District 2 Option 1 I would like to see more days overall allowed for the taking of doves.  Dove hunting has become a sport that 

many people no longer take the time to enjoy.  With less hunters there are less numbers of doves 
harvested. If the commission was to offer more dove hunting season dates maybe there would be more 
interest.

Beaufort HILL, JUSTIN T

ES1 District 6 Option 1 Would like to see consideration of elimination of morning hours at least for the first week or so of Sept as it 
is putting significant pressure on the birds as many fields end up being hunted daylight to dusk. I personally 
do not hunt mornings for this reason

Rowan SHAVER, JOSEPH S
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Reg District Opinion Comment County Name
ES1 District 3 Option 3 Two segments, the first starting September 1, 2013 lasting until October 12, 2013; a total of 42 days.  This 

end date also coincides with the beginning of deer season.  The second segment would be from Jan 1, 
2014 to Jan 15,2014 a total 15 days.  This would account for 67 days of the maximum federal limit of 70 
days(including Sundays as specified). This Season would be particularity advantageous for hunters, as 
season overlap is minimal.

Wayne MYERS, PATRICK W

ES1 District 5 Option 1 Durham BERGMAN, DAVID CHAD 
ES2 District 2 Option 1 An early season usually precedes the arrival of migratory woodcock almost entirely in eastern North 

Carolina
Craven HUNTSMAN, GENE R

ES2 District 8 Option 1 Cleveland HAMRICK, WESLEY R
ES2 District 1 Option 1 Dare SCARBOROUGH JR, HARVEY D
ES2 District 2 Option 1 This season reduces interactions with deer hunters. Carteret CROSS, FORD A
ES2 District 5 Option 2 these birds are coming down sooner than later. Durham HEINEMANN, BEN A
ES2 District 2 Option 2 So it would be more in line with the quail season. See woodcocks will quail hunting un able to harvest. Onslow MCCARTHY, MARK C

ES2 District 1 Option 1 Dare VAN DRUTEN, BRIAN M
ES3 District 1 Option 1 Dare VAN DRUTEN, BRIAN M
ES3 District 1 Option 1 Dare SCARBOROUGH JR, HARVEY D
ES3 District 8 Option 1 Cleveland HAMRICK, WESLEY R
ES4 District 8 Option 2 Cleveland HAMRICK, WESLEY R
ES4 District 2 Option 1 Craven HUNTSMAN, GENE R
ES4 District 2 Option 2 Carteret CROSS, FORD A
ES4 District 1 Option 1 Dare SCARBOROUGH JR, HARVEY D
ES4 District 1 Option 1 It would be nice to have a portion of the 70 days allotted later in the season.  There are times along the 

Outer Banks in November, December, and January that there are rails present that we could hunt.
Dare VAN DRUTEN, BRIAN M

ES5 District 1 Option 3 In correlation to when the teal season is set, could the area east of Hwy 17 possibly get 1/2 after sunset for 
Canada Geese when the teal season is not open?  In theory it would work for the 1/2 hr after sunset option 
for Sep 2-11 and then run the teal/Canada Goose season from the 12th to the 30th.

Dare VAN DRUTEN, BRIAN M

ES5 District 6 Option 2 At what point is the WRC going to petition the USFWS for a experimental season west of US 17?  Fairly 
certain teal don't recognize the road as a boundary marker thus you are allowing for unfair distribution of 
hunting days, especially given that the "experiment" is over. Either consider a season in the west or go to 
zones and count the teal season dates against the 60 day season east of US 17

Davidson WATKINS, JASON M

ES5 District 5 Option 2 the closer to oct. the more you see the good ole boys knocking down woodies!! and not teal!!!good luck Durham HEINEMANN, BEN A

ES5 District 2 Option 3 Beleive late Sept. is better as we have a few more esarly birds to hunt any early probaly will not see as 
many birds.

Onslow MCCARTHY, MARK C

ES5 District 2 Option 3 Carteret CROSS, FORD A
ES5 District 7 Option 3 i was wondering if it would be possible to have the September teal season to be state wide. i see more teal 

in September then i do any other waterfowl through out the year.
Wilkes PERRY, JONATHAN G

ES5 District 3 Option 3 The later the better, to have a chance of actually seeing teal. Wake COLEMAN III, WILEY G
ES5 District 2 Option 3 Best numbers of teal move down later in the month.  The later in September the better. Pitt PRENTICE, MARSHALL W
ES5 District 8 Option 3 I would like to see Teal season moved later into September ( 14 - 30 ) and include the entire state Cleveland HAMRICK, WESLEY R
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Reg District Opinion Comment County Name
ES5 District 4 Option 3 Eliminate the early teal season.Add those days to the end of the waterfowl season.This would appease the 

down east crowd opposed to Sunday hunting as it would add those days back to the best part of their 
season.A compromise and all are relatively happy.Early teal utilized by very few sportsman as contrasted to 
Sunday hunting on private lands.Where would the NCWRC get the biggest revenue lift?Calculate that into 
the equation given the budget axe job recently.u

Cumberland MCLEAN JR, JAMES W

ES5 District 1 Option 3 Elimibate the early Teal season and add those days to extend the end of the season when we have more 
ducks in our flyway.

Currituck POTTER JR, LINWOOD 

ES5 District 1 Option 3 With the heat,humidity and insects I think we would see more participation and better experiences with the 
latest dates possible. Thanks, B Cannon

Camden CANNON, WILLIAM B

ES5 District 1 Option 3 Dare SCARBOROUGH JR, HARVEY D
ES5 District 3 Option 3 I PROPOSE WE MOVE THE TEAL SEASON BACK 2 WEEKS LATER INTO OCTOBER AND THUS 

MOVING ALL WATER FOWL SEASONS BACK 2 WEEKS, SO THAT DUCK SEASON WILL END IN 
FEBRUARY. THE BEST DUCK HUNTING IN EASTERN NC IS IN THE END OF JANUARY. MOST 
DUCKS DO NOT GET HERE IN FULL FORCE UNTIL THE END OF JANUARY AND FIRST OF 
FEBRUARY.

Wayne TILLMAN, JEREMY P
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2013-14 Early Season Migratory Game Bird Season Frameworks and DWM Staff Recommendations 
 
   Staff Recommendations 
Species Frameworks  Staff Recommended Season Daily Bag 
Mourning Dove & 
White-winged dove 

Outside Dates:  September 1 – January 15,  
70 days with 3 splits 
daily bag of 15 singly or in the aggregate 

 September 2 – October 5, 
November 25 – November 30, 
December 13 – January 11 
 
Note:  September 1st is on 
Sunday. 

15 

     
King & Clapper 
Rails 

Outside Dates:  September 1 – last Sunday in 
January (January 26) 
70 days with 2 splits 
daily bag of 15 singly or in the aggregate 

 September 7 – September 28, 
October 5 – November 21 
 
Note:  We are recommending a 
split season this year to take 
advantage of tide cycles. 

15 

     
Sora & Virginia 
Rails 

Outside Dates:  September 1 – last Sunday in 
January (January 26) 
70 days with 2 splits 
daily bag of 25 singly or in the aggregate 

 September 7 – September 28, 
October 5 – November 21 
 

25 

     
Gallinule & 
Moorhens 

Outside Dates:  September 1 – last Sunday in 
January (January 26) 
70 days with 2 splits 
daily bag of 15 singly or in the aggregate 

 September 7 – September 28, 
October 5 – November 21 
 
 

15 

     
Woodcock Outside Dates:  October 1 – January 31 

45 days with 2 splits 
daily bag of 3 

 December 12 – January 25 
 

3 

     
Common Snipe Outside Dates:  September 1 – February 28 

107 days with 2 splits 
daily bag of 8 

 November 14 – February 28 
 

8 
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   Staff Recommendations 
Species Frameworks  Staff Recommended Season Daily Bag 
Canada Goose Outside Dates:  September 1 – 30 (statewide), 

30 days 
daily bag of 15 
Special methods:  During the September 
Canada goose season only, the following 
expanded hunting methods are allowed:   

1. Extended shooting hours to ½ hour 
after sunset. 

2. unplugged guns 
3. electronic calls 

Note:  The special methods cannot occur 
during any other open waterfowl, e.g., teal 
season. 

 September 2 – 30 (statewide) 
Note:  September 1st is on 
Sunday. 
1.  extend shooting hours to ½ 
hour after sunset 
2.  allow use of unplugged guns 
3.  allow use of electronic calls 
 
These expanded methods are 
only to be allowed west of U.S. 
17. 

15 

     
September Teal Outside Dates:  September 1 – 30, 16 days, 

daily bag of 6, east of U.S. 17 only 
 September 7 – 25 (East of U.S. 

17 only) 
6 

 
 

- Federal guidelines allow for shooting hours for all migratory game birds to be from ½ hour before sunrise to 
sunset.  

- Possession limit is three times the daily bag for all species.   
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Extended Falconry Season Highlights & DWM Staff 

Recommendations for 2013-14 Extended Falconry Seasons for 
Webless Migratory Game Bird Species 

 
 
General Restrictions/Guidelines 
 
 Seasons must fall between September 1 and March 10. 
 Total days available for falconry cannot exceed 107 (for each species) and includes regular, 

(i.e., gun) seasons, experimental seasons and extended falconry seasons. 
 The falconry daily bag limit is 3 permitted migratory game birds, singly or in the aggregate. 

The regular, (i.e., gun) season bag limits for individual species do not apply.  Possession limit 
is 3 times the daily bag limit. 

 Each extended season may be divided into a maximum of 3 segments. 
 The falconry bag limit is not in addition to the gun bag limit. 
 
 
DWM Staff Recommendations 

 
If the Commission chooses staff recommended “gun” seasons as presented, we recommend the 
following extended falconry seasons. 
 
Mourning dove/White-winged dove October 12 – November 16 
Rails, Gallinule and Moorhens November 23 – December 28 
Woodcock November 4 – December 7 &  

February 1 – February 28 
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